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Before a Flood

COMMUNICATIONS PLAN PREPARE YOUR HOME
Itis important to be able to communicate with your If you have access to sandbags or other materials, use
Carit them to protect your home from flood waters if you
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] install check-valves in plumbing to prevent flood
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waters from backing up into the drains of your home.

Make sure your sump pump is working and consider



EMERGENCY KIT

It is good practice to have enough food, water and
medicine on hand at all times to last you at least 3 days
in the case of an emergency. Water service may be
interrupted or unsafe to drink and food requiring little
cooking and no refrigeration may be needed if electric
power is interrupted. You should also have batteries,
blankets, flashlights, first aid kit, rubber boots, rubber
gloves, and a NOAA Weather Radio or other battery

operated radio easily available.

KNOW YOUR RISK

Is your home, business or school in a floodplain?
Where is water likely to collect on the roadways you
most often travel? What is the fastest way to get to
higher ground? Knowing the answers to these

questions ahead of time can save your life.

STAY INFORMED

The National Weather Service's Advanced Hydrologic
Prediction Service provides RSS feeds for observed
forecast and alert river conditions to help keep the

public informed about local water conditions.

having a backup. Make sure your electric circuit
breakers, or fuses, are clearly marked for each area of
your home. Since standard homeowners insurance
doesn't cover flooding, ensure coverage by contacting
your insurance company or agent to purchase flood
insurance. This must be done before there is even a
threat of flooding as insurance companies stop issuing
policies if there is a threat of flooding. (i.e. an
approaching hurricane). Many flood insurance policies
take at least 30 days to go into effect so even if you
can buy it as a storm is approaching, it may not protect

your investment.

PREPARE YOUR FAMILY/PETS

You may be evacuated, so pack in advance. Don't wait
until the last moment to gather the essentials for
yourself, your family andfor your pets. Leave if it is
likely your home will flood, don't wait to be ordered to
leave; evacuate yourself! Make alternative plans for a
place to stay. If you have pets, take them with you or
make arrangements to board them at a facility well

away from the flooding danger.

CHARGE YOUR ESSENTIAL ELECTRONICS
Make sure your cell phone and portable radios are all
charged in case you lose power or need to evacuate.

Also make sure you have back-up batteries on hand.

During a Flood

STAY INFORMED
Monitor local radio and television (including NOAA

Weather Radio), internet and social media for
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OBEY EVACUATION ORDERS
If told to evacuate, do so immediately. Be sure to lock
your home as you leave. If you have time, disconnect

utilities and appliances.

ELECTRIC SAFETY

Don't go into a basement, or any room, if water covers
the electrical outlets or if cords are submerged. If you
see sparks or hear buzzing, crackling, snapping or
popping noises —get out! Stay out of water that may

have electricity in it!

AVOID FLOOD WATERS

Do not walk through flood waters. It only takes six
inches of moving water to knock you off your feet. If
you are trapped by moving water, move to the highest

possible point and call 911 for help.

DO NOT DRIVE INTO FLOODED ROADWAYS OR
AROUND A BARRICADE

Turn Around, Don't Drown! Water may be deeper than
it appears and can hide many hazards (i.e. sharp
objects, washed out road surfaces, electrical wires,
chemicals, etc). A vehicle caught in swiftly moving
water can be swept away in a matter of seconds.
Twelve inches of water can float a car or small SUV and

18 inches of water can carry away large vehicles.

After a Flood
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WAIT FOR THE “ALL CLEAR"

Do not enter a flood damaged home or building until
you're given the all clear by authorities. If you choose to
enter a flood damaged building, be extremely careful.
Water can compromise the structural integrity and its
foundation. Make sure the electrical system has been

turned off, otherwise contact the power company or a
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qualified electrician. Contact your insurance agent as
soon as possible to discuss the damage done to your
property. If you have a home generator, be sure to follow
proper safety procedures for use. You can find generator

safety information at:

http://www.usfa.fema.govicitizens/co/generator,shtm

HEED ROAD CLOSED AND CAUTIONARY SIGNS
Road closure and other cautionary signs are put in place

for your safety. Pay attention to them!



